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‘ Wwashiugton Post Staff Writer . o

Divorce on the instaliment plan might sound far- . 1

fetched, but for $8.33 per month it is now a reality to |

members of one General Services Administration :
Federal Credit Union. - . - . N

Under a prepaid group insurance plan called Fam- |- - i

{" fly Legal Services now being marketed to area banks.
~ eredit unions and financial institutions, members | .. . «
pay a $100 vearly fee in return for a wide range of
legal services, including unlimited consultations and
anorneys iees in cases involving separation and di-
! vorce. consummer law and crimes against persons, in-
. ¢eding murder. - VT
" In civil suits, medical malpractice cases or those in-
. valving injuries sustained in automobile accidents,
" ail of which frequently invoive large cash awards, - Sy
the pian pays the first $1,000 with the remainder ne- .-
gotable with the attorney. Tax and business law
- - cases are not covered under the plan. | - ;
R According to Nathaniel Floyd, executive vice- I J
" president of Benefit Services Ltd. of Reston which | €MD _O
v ~ owns ramily Legal Services and is marketing the
brick plzn. members who request legal services will be re- | tqxes
{ferred to an attorney who is on call 24 hours a day. ~
€0~ oo far, 12 attorneys have registered for the GSA plan. mal\e
ative  “The West Coast has been selling pre-paid legalin- | - "# .
: surance since® 1967, but the concept is new on the \VIN . T
o_.‘the East Coast, so many people don't understand bow it ] . .
diago- works,” Floyd said. Since June, District government .
enue..  employees have been eligible for a similar plan ! "4
Street ' through their credit union. Last July, the Chrysler :
Provi Corporation and the United Auto Workers an-
‘ween  pounced a $17.5 million legal services plan for 150,000
ation. présent and former employees. '
asfer, Floyd said that for attorneys, the pre-paid legal
sand services represent an alternative to advertising |
detro . which was recently. approved by the Supreme Court :=
;zswel{ s something of a findncial boon. i
:that ~ “Some lawyers feel it's a little more professional iz
ation  than taking out cut-rate ads in newspapers and ma- ‘%
ilong  gazines. We can direct hundreds of people in a law- e
Line vers' direction,” said Floyd who added, “but we're %
d to ot dealing with ambulance chasers.” 1k
Participating attorneys, all drawn from small and i
 medium-size firms, are paid a monthiy fee regardless &
-o=_of whether clients use their services. Attorneys are
"7 7 aiso required to belong to local, state and natiopal
% . bar assosciations, provide a 24-hour answering ser-
’ vice and para-egal assistance. Corporate attorneys

;e e excluded, according to plan administrator Wal-
rcan T B. Dennis, because “There’s no feel for the (indi-
o - vidual). A lot of the people using the plan are first-

time users and attorneys have to be able to relate to
mon- ) mmn ]
uent - Ip order to prevent a deluge of calls from subscrib-
'eme - ¢rg who want instant divorces, there is a six-month
0SS, waiting_period after enrollment before beginning
od 3 “Lroceedings. Consumers must wait 90 days.on felony
charces and cases involving wills or probates, and 30,
ning days for consultations involving preventive law in- | &=
neal “cluding real estate title searches.
and ~ Fioy%m the plan will benefit those
.the who have in the past been hesitant to contact law-
yers, particulariy regarding.consumer complaints,
ave  pecause of fear of the cost involved. ‘
ter, “«Ip the Washington area, attorneys’ fees for 2 one-
sov. hour consultatior now often run about $50-60.”
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